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When the visitors arrived in Delhi, the Sultan
was away in Kanauj, a distance of about 230 miles.
A reference was made to him* evidently by express
post, for a reply was received by the evening of the
second day. Meanwhile the Sultan's Minister
Khwaja Jahan, received the visitors on behalf of the
State, and the Sultan's mother Makbdum-i-Jahan
received the ladies of the party. Her palace was
also the scene of receptions in honour of the dis-
tinguished men guests. This lady was noted for
her charities and the number of alms-houses which
she had endowed for the poor. She had lost her
eyesight, 8he was held in extraordinary reverence
by the Sultan, and her tomb in the family mau-
soleum in Tughluqabad {old Delhi) can be seen to
the present day.
The city of Delhi is described in glowing terms
by the Shaikh, as a city of grandeur, uniting both
beauty and strength. The city which he saw was
the old city of Tughluqabad, about 12 miles south
of the modern city. Even then there were four
towns ; the old Hindu city, whose site was near the
Qutb Minar; Siri? a mile to the north-east, which
was the capital of the Khalji dynasty, which preced-
ed the Tughluqs ; Tughluqabad quite four miles
east of the Qtztb, the town which was built by the
Sultan's father, and one where the main population
then was ; and lastly the Jahan-panah (otherwise
called Adilabad), built forthe Sultan's own residence.
Si&ce his time other cities have been built in
Delhi, notably the present walled town built by
Shah Jahan, and the new British town of